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Abstract

PrincipaI of decentraIization in health product consurrer protection to locaI
government administration has been establ.ished since orddc(. l-he sltuation analysis about
preparedness of [ocaI government administration in the functions has never been eva[uated.
The arms of this anatysis are to study the situation of [oca[ government in heal.th product
consumer protection and to find factors re[ated to perflorm the duties rn Northern province

of Thai[and

We received obd questionnaires back from locaI government administration
(toa.obo/o respon-<je rate). Mosr ci i6*rr, wei.e District [ocal. governments (<x.a<%). l,lc_st of
reSpOndentS Were femate o{ c1ti,y,,,490,,'rlie age b€tweeil enb - dd years c,.irj (< tc.c( e,, o,/o)

dd'deto/a of them have attended heal.th product consumer protection training. lhere were
db'ddo/o of local government administrators support health product consumer protection
functions" den.c( o/o performed activities of promotion on improvement consumer heatth
product literacy using pamphtets, brochures or consumer manuals. More than half of tocat
governments have conducted inspection of itl.egal. finished food labeiing and quality of fresh
food (a<'abolo and bb.d% respectively). However,lE.mdo/o of l'ocal government performed
law enforcement when they found product itl.egat. The factors related to perform actir.,ities

of health product consumer protection functions are authorizing of local government, policy
of the administrator and ctarification of duties and functions of the responsibitity unit.

The tocal government administration in norlhern part of Thai[and had operated the
hea[th product consumer protection system we[[ in the scheme of knowtedge promotion,
networking and investors' encouragement. Neverthetess, inspection had rarety done because
those activities were requircd more specific knowledge. The Food and Drug Administration
has been recommended to cooperate with toca( government empowerment to be best
benefit for consumers.

Keywords; consumer protection, local government administration, health product and
decentratization
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